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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "right and left side 
rails, right and left side rail slats, right and left corner legs, catch elements, pressure plate 
and latching bar" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

' Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in 
the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing 
figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified 
and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
important details of the invention, including "right and left side rails, right and left side 
rail slats, right and left corner legs, catch elements, pressure plate and latching bar" as 
described in the specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper 
understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 
608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in 
the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing 
figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified 
and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The lack of detailed drawings has resulted in an incomplete portrayal of the 
invention. The examiner has provided a prior art rejection as best understood. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claims 9 and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Regarding claim 9, line 1, the applicant recites limitations directed to "the 

components." However, prior claim language from which this limitation depends fails to 
explicitly disclose "components." 

Regarding claim 10, line 7, the applicant recites limitations directed to "the 
components." However, prior claim language from which this limitation depends fails to 
explicitly disclose "components." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Guillot (US2002/0157182A1). 

Regarding claim 1, Guillot discloses a child's crib comprising a dropside 
assembly means 14, latching means 50, and corner means 17,18 (see Fig.l). Guillot 
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discloses that the crib comprises concealed hardware for controlling the raising and 
lowering of the crib side wherein the crib configuration is capable of functioning to avoid 
the threat of having fingers pinched as the side is raised and lowered (see page 1, 
paragraph [0006]). 

Regarding claim 2, Guillot discloses that the child's crib comprises a top 
horizontal bar 20, a bottom horizontal bar 21, slats 24 spaced at intervals, right and left 
side post or rail slats 22,23 (see Fig.l). As broadly claimed by the applicant, the right and 
left crib ends 11,12 function as right and left side rails that are attached to the right and 
left side rail slats 22,23 via end posts 17. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Guillot as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Benoit (4,924,539). 

Guillot discloses the invention as described above. Specifically, Guillot discloses 
latching means 50. Furthermore, Guillot discloses that most common crib hardware 
comprises a latching bar along a bottom rail of the crib that engages catch elements. 
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However, Guillot fails to disclose a pressure plate in combination with the 
latching bar and catch elements. 

Benoit (4,924,539) discloses a child's crib comprising latching mechanisms. 
Benoit discloses the use of button that may be plates and pressure applied to such button 
(see column 3, lines 23-31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Guillot to comprise a latching bar, catch elements 
and a pressure plate, as suggested by Benoit (4,924,539), because the applicant of the 
present invention in his/her recitation of claim 3 has merely combined elements of cribs 
as disclosed by both Guillot and Benoit (4,924,539), without detail for understanding 
how the elements function together. As broadly claimed by the applicant, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the elements suggested by both 
Guillot and Benoit (4,924,539) because they suggest that the claimed elements have been 
used in children's crib before. Furthermore, applicant should note that placing "can be" 
before an element's description within a claim does not require that particular element to 
be in the invention. Therefore, it is interpreted that this limitation is optional. 

8. Claims 4, 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Guillot as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Benoit (4,850,066) and Benoit 
(4,924,539). 

Guillot discloses the invention as described above comprising a dropside 
assembly means 14, latching means 50, and corner means 17,18 (see Fig.l). Guillot 
discloses that the right and left side post or rail slats 22,23 comprise elongated tracks 42 
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for receiving coupling elements 30 (see page 3, paragraph [0043]). Guillot discloses that 
the child's crib comprises a top horizontal bar 20, a bottom horizontal bar 21, slats 24 
spaced at intervals, right and left side post or rail slats 22,23 (see Fig.l). As broadly 
claimed by the applicant, the. right and left crib ends 11,12 function as right and left side 
rails that are attached to the right and left side rail slats 22,23 via end posts 17. 
Furthermore, Guillot discloses that most common crib hardware comprises a latching bar 
along a bottom rail of the crib that engages catch elements. 

However, Guillot fails to disclose that the corner means comprise a slotted region 
for receiving a side rail, as claimed by the applicant. Guillot also fails to disclose a 
pressure plate in combination with the latching bar and catch elements. 

Benoit (4,850,066) discloses a child's crib comprising corner posts 14,16,18,20 
wherein the corner posts comprises a slotted region housing track 50 that receives rail 
side slats 46,48 via extending latch tab 56 (see Fig.6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the crib of Guillot to incorporate slotted regions in the corner legs, as 
taught by Benoit (4,850,066) because both inventions are directed to providing dropside 
assemblies for children's cribs. Benoit (4,850,066) merely illustrates that a slotted region 
may be provided in corner legs means, just as they may be placed in side rail slats for the 
same purpose of providing dropside means for a crib. The placement of the slot in the 
corner as opposed to side rail slats is a mere reversal of parts. 

Benoit (4,924,539) discloses a child's crib comprising latching mechanisms. 
Benoit discloses the use of button that may be plates and pressure applied to such button 
(see column 3, lines 23-31). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/805, 1 43 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3673 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Guillot to comprise a latching bar, catch elements 
and a pressure plate, as suggested by Benoit (4,924,539), because the applicant of the 
present invention in his/her recitation of claim 3 has merely combined elements of cribs 
as disclosed by both Guillot and Benoit (4,924,539), without detail for understanding 
how the elements function together. As broadly claimed by the applicant, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the elements suggested by both 
Guillot and Benoit (4,924,539) because they suggest that the claimed elements have been 
used in children's crib before. Furthermore, applicant should note that placing "can be" 
before an element's description within a claim does not require that particular element to 
be in the invention. Therefore, it is interpreted that this limitation is optional. 

9. Claims 6, 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Guillot (US2002/0157182A1) in view of Benoit (4,850,066). 

Guillot discloses the invention as described above comprising a dropside 
assembly means 14, latching means 50, and corner means 17,18 (see Fig.l). Guillot 
discloses that the right and left side post or rail slats 22,23 comprise elongated tracks 42 
for receiving coupling elements 30 (see page 3, paragraph [0043]). Guillot discloses that 
the child's crib comprises a top horizontal bar 20, a bottom horizontal bar 21, slats 24 
spaced at intervals, right and left side post or rail slats 22,23 (see Fig.l). As broadly 
claimed by the applicant, the right and left crib ends 11,12 function as right and left side 
rails that are attached to the right and left side rail slats 22,23 via end posts 17. 
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Furthermore, Guillot discloses that most common crib hardware comprises a latching bar 
along a bottom rail of the crib that engages catch elements. 

However, Guillot fails to disclose that the corner means comprise a slotted region 
for receiving a side rail, as claimed by the applicant. 

Benoit (4,850,066) discloses a child's crib comprising corner posts 14,16,18,20 
wherein the corner posts comprises a slotted region housing track 50 that receives rail 
side slats 46,48 via extending latch tab 56 (see Fig.6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the crib of Guillot to incorporate slotted regions in the corner legs, as 
taught by Benoit (4,850,066) because both inventions are directed to providing dropside 
assemblies for children's cribs. Benoit (4,850,066) merely illustrates that a slotted region 
may be provided in corner legs means, just as they may be placed in side rail slats for the 
same purpose of providing dropside means for a crib. The placement of the slot in the 
corner as opposed to side rail slats is a mere reversal of parts. 

10. Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Guillot in view of Benoit (4,850,066) as applied to claim 6 above in further view of 
Benoit (4,924,539). 

Guillot and Benoit (4,850,066) disclose inventions as described above. 
Specifically, Guillot discloses the invention as described above comprising a dropside 
assembly means 14, latching means 50, and corner means 17,18 (see Fig.l). Guillot 
discloses that the child's crib comprises a top horizontal bar 20, a bottom horizontal bar 
21, slats 24 spaced at intervals, right and left side post or rail slats 22,23 (see Fig.l). 
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Benoit (4,850,066) discloses a child's crib comprising comer posts 14,16,18,20 wherein 
the corner posts comprises a slotted region housing track 50 that receives rail side slats 
46,48 via extending latch tab 56 (see Fig.6). Furthermore, Guillot discloses that most 
common crib hardware comprises a latching bar along a bottom rail of the crib that 
engages catch elements. 

However, Guillot and Benoit (4,850,066) fails to explicitly disclose a pressure 
plate in combination with the latching bar and catch elements. 

Benoit (4,924,539) discloses a child's crib comprising latching mechanisms. 
Benoit discloses the use of button that may be plates and pressure applied to such button 
(see column 3, lines 23-31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Guillot to comprise a latching bar, catch elements 
and a pressure plate, as suggested by Benoit (4,924,539), because the applicant of the 
present invention in his/her recitation of claim 3 has merely combined elements of cribs 
as disclosed by both Guillot and Benoit (4,924,539), without detail for understanding 
how the elements function together. As broadly claimed by the applicant, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the elements suggested by both 
Guillot and Benoit (4,924,539) because they suggest that the claimed elements have been 
used in children's crib before. Furthermore, applicant should note that placing "can be" 
before an element's description within a claim does not require that particular element to 
be in the invention. Therefore, it is interpreted that this limitation is optional. 



Application/Control Number: 10/805,143 
Art Unit: 3673 



Page 1 1 



Conclusion 



1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Schwartz (4,81 1,436) and Mayette (1,862,383) disclose features 
that are pertinent to the present application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lisa M. Saldano whose telephone number is 703-605- 
1 167. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather C. Shackelford can be reached on 703-308-2978. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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